Sermon 31: Epics of Ethics: When the Marketplace Is a Lion’s Den

I.
Have you ever noticed how often the majority is wrong? 

A.
Take the case of Adam Thompson, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1.
He designed an ingenious device whereby water could be contained in a large area, thus enabling a human being to slip into the container and cleanse himself. 

2.
Doctors predicted rheumatism and inflammation of the lungs as the result of this device. 

3.
A ban on the new-fangled invention was published by Philadelphia from November l to March l. 

4.
Providence and Hartford set up extra heavy water rates. 

5.
But in l842 Adam Thompson’s invention of the bathtub proved that the crowd isn’t always right! 

B.
In l896 England still had a law prohibiting any power-driven vehicle from traveling over 4 miles an hour on public highways. 

1.
Furthermore, it required that such a vehicle should be preceded by a man bearing a red flag. 

2.
I can picture our massive congested interstate system today covered with the little men and their big red flags! 

3.
Have you ever noticed how often the majority is wrong? 

C.
Alexander Bell was called a fool at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia when he exhibited his new telephone. 

1.
Tele a what? 

2.
Well, you speak into it and somebody hears you somewhere else. 

3.
We’ve got them in our pockets and cars now. 

D.
Speaking of which, everyone except his wife booed Goodyear’s ll years of work on vulcanizing rubber. 

1.
The crowd was wrong. 

2.
And because they were, you’re here in church today! 

E.
The crowd told William Jenner, who discovered vaccination, that he would transfer all the animal diseases to the human race. 

1.
Some even said that horns had been discovered growing out of the foreheads of innocent people who’d been vaccinated! 

2.
HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW OFTEN THE MAJORITY IS WRONG? 

F.
Just look at Daniel! 

1.
In this crowning epic from this ancient tale, you will be reminded once again this morning how very wrong the crowd can be. 

2.
And in the life of a single, solitary man, you will witness the highest ethic of all....THERE CAN BE NO HIGHER ETHIC THAN THIS. 

3.
Daniel chapter 6. 

4.
The last of our summer series, “Epics of Ethics” in a book that has captured our imagination and confronted our lives. 

5.
And what a way to end! 

II.
Daniel 6:l-3. 

A.
A rather ingenious flowchart for Medo-Persian MBO....management by objectives....with its familiar pyramid of accountability...which all of you recognize who work in organizations. 

1.
And right up there near the very top of the pyramid....in fact, according to v. 3 he’s about to become next to the top in the administrative, power-structure pyramid...is Daniel! 

2.
Daniel....that’s our man...all summer long he’s been in the crosshairs of our scrutiny. 

3.
Now I must remind you that he is at this moment somewhere between 85 and 87 years of age. 

4.
An octogenarian at the pinnacle of his life and career....so much for retiring at 65 years of age! 

B.
Read v. 3.....enter now green gangrenous envy... the human poison that always ends in a self-inflicted wound.....oftentimes fatal....because the human who turns his envy upon another is guaranteed of at least one destruction: himself. 

C.
Envious of Daniel’s promotion, they react in v. 4. 

1.
Anyway you stack it, anyway you cut it YOU CANNOT ESCAPE THE IMPACT THAT LOYALTY TO GOD HAS UPON THE MARKETPLACE OF LIFE. 

2.
Daniel....Joseph....David....Esther....men and women who turned the course of history because of their unswerving fidelity and loyalty to their God. 

3.
We haven’t even gotten to the plot yet, but how can we not help but pause right here and with wishful thinking wonder if God has any such men and women occupying the marketplaces of life today. 

4.
“They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.” 

5.
What a powerful portrait of human, moral, ethical transperency!....moral, ethical transparency. 

6.
illus: I almost put these words on the cover of our bulletin this morning. 

a.
Have you read what was printed there instead....Maltbie Babcock’s poem, “Be Strong”? 

b.
Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church in New York, Babcock, who wrote our morning hymn, “This Is My Father’s World,” died at 43 while on a trip to the Holy Land in l90l. 

c.
The words to this poem of his reflect the life of our hero in this epic this morning. 

d.
Read poem. 

e.
But what I almost put on the cover was another quotation....much shorter...a single sentence: 

“Everything that Christians do should be as transparent as the sunlight.” (TMB 68) 

7.
“They could find no corruption in him.” 

8.
Moral, ethical transparency. 

illus: I am always saddened when I hear of Christians, Adventists who’ve cut a deal with somebody in the community. 

a.
But the deal was cut too close. 

b.
It was shady. 

c.
And while they may have made an extra dollar, they lost a whole lot of honor. 

d.
We may pride ourselves in our saavy investments. 

e.
BUT WHAT GOOD ARE OUR SAVINGS WHEN WE’VE LOST OUR STANDING? 

9.
Moral, ethical transparency....”as transparent as the sunlight.” 

10.
“They could find no corruption in him.” 

11.
What about you....what about me? 

D.
Read v. 5 

1.
Now wait a minute....didn’t I read it in the companion apocalytic book to Daniel, Revelation, didn’t I read there that at the end of time God would have a people who would also be known like Daniel for their loyalty to Him and His law? 

2.
Haven’t I read in Revelation that there will be a resurgence of the great religio-political power that has dominated so much of history.... 

3.
Didn’t I read that this religious power will end up swaying the whole world and will attempt to control global religious conscience? 

4.
And doesn’t the prophecy say that God will have a people who will be known for their unswerving loyalty to God and His law....and it will be that very loyalty that will become the focal point of the religio-political power’s attack? 

5.
“We can’t find any charge against Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.” 

6.
And so they will seek to destroy him on the basis of his loyalty to God’s law. 

E.
Now the plot thickens....read vv. 6-9. 

F.
Didn’t another king long before Darius put it, “Vanity, vanity, all is vanity”? 

1.
Reread v. 9. 

2.
Any somebody makes a proposition to you that instead of appealing to your integrity or your honor appeals instead to your vanity...look out! 

3.
People who appeal to your vanity are never your friends....for they do you no favor. 

G.
Read v. 9-l0 

1.
There in Mesopotamia architecture included roof-top apartments in the corner. 

2.
A single large window would be covered by latice work and provide delightful, soothing ventilation for the oven-hot land. 

3.
Daniel when he had his apartment constructed had the window facing eastward, in compliance with King Solomon’s injunction to pray toward the temple. 

4.
And so it was that three times a day Daniel repaired to his apartment and there before the open window toward Jerusalem, he prayed. 

a.
The three times of prayer for Jews--3rd,6th, and 9th hours... 

b.
Early XN church adopted in Didache... 

c.
We have chorus “Whisper a prayer in the morning...noon...evening.” 

5.
“He got down on his knees and prayed to God JUST AS HE HAD DONE BEFORE.” 

6.
Daniel is not there courting disaster...HE IS HERE CONTINUING HIS DISCIPLINE. 

7.
He has been praying three times a day to God all of his life. 

8.
MARK THIS VERSE WELL: Here at last we find the pulsating secret to the life of this man who can stand on the dizzying heights of success with such profound humility and such rare integrity. 

9.
This is the secret....if you have aspirations to do something great for God and mankind (and some of you do; there’s nothing wrong with that!) ...... remember Daniel’s secret. 

10.
Communion with God was his compelling priority. 

11.
“3 times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to God.” 

H.
LET THE RECORD SHOW: Daniel will not bow to the naked whims of situation ethics. 

1.
illus: Please let me bring Joseph Fletcher in one more time....because the great situational ethicist made such an impact on supposedly “expansive” thinking. 

a.
Fletcher who declared that circumstances determine our conduct and morality and ethics. 

b.
“Whether we ought to follow a moral principle or not depends on the situation.” 

c.
Ethics change with the situations. 

2.
Tell that to Daniel, will you: ALL HE HAS TO DO TODAY AND THE NEXT 29 DAYS IS SIMPLY, UNOBTRUSIVELY, QUIETLY, HUMBLY, PEACEFULLY PRAY IN BED INSTEAD OF KNEELING IN FRONT OF THE WINDOW. 

3.
What’s the big deal, Daniel?....you don’t have to pray the king....of course not....pray to God like you always do....just don’t rock the boat is all....do it in bed.....you could get yourself killed, you know...do you understand? 

4.
Oh, yes....Daniel understands very well. 

5.
HE UNDERSTANDS THAT WHAT’S AT STAKE HERE IS HIS UNCOMPROMISING LOYALTY TO GOD. 

a.
Yes, he can change the place of his prayer. 

b.
And no, his prayers themselves will not have to change. 

c.
But if he moves from that window he will have admitted...if to no one but himself ...that loyalty to God is no longer the guiding ethic of his life. 

d.
And with that admission would come the disintegration of what Daniel cherishes most, more than life itself: HIS RELATIONSHIP, HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. 

I.
Read v. ll-l4. 

1.
He’s been set up....made to play the fool... which is what your vanity will do to you everytime! 

2.
He calls in the brightest judicial and legal minds in the city....every possible constitutional loophole is scrutinized... the law library is emptied of its tomes.... 

3.
But alas, by sundown it is clear that there can be no legal, imperial reprieve for Daniel. 

J.
Daniel’s protagonists now reveal their true colors as the sky turns blood red over the Mesopotamian foothills....read v. l5-l6. 

1.
87 year old elderly gentleman, white hair, hands bound behind him, most respected citizen in empire. 

2.
The king’s painful comment to Daniel: I’m sorry, Daniel....I tried....I failed.....but your God, the one you’re always living for and talking to, I pray he saves you. 

3.
Darius is sick to his stomach...not only is he sending an innocent man to his death...he’s sending a trusted counselor and loyal friend into this hole because of his own vanity. 

K.
Read v. l7. 

1.
There are two parties that might tamper with the outcome of this execution. 

a.
The king suspects the officials...they might try to bump off the victim if for some reason the lions do not fulfill their responsibility. 

b.
And the officials suspect the king...who might sneak in after hours and rescue Daniel before the lions fulfill their responsibility. 

2.
So a double seal is placed on the stone. 

3.
Scholars imagine that the lion’s den was open from above....possibly a deep, open pit with perpendicular walls of masonry, so that the victim could be lowered in but neither victim nor beasts could ever climb out. 

a.
At some point below would necessarily be a door for entrance or egress. 

b.
It was at this door that an extra stone was placed and sealed, preventing any deception or deliverance. 

L.
I cannot fathom what it would be like to be lowered into a pit of famishing, ravaging, roaring, starving lions. 

1.
I would pass out with just one lion! 

2.
But a whole den full of them? 

3.
This is the stuff of which nightmares are made! 

4.
Their gleaming glinting green hungry eyes staring up to the red skied twilight overhead and the silouette of their supper now being lowered to... 

5.
Their long coarse pink tongues licking expectantly across their salivating jowls as dinner comes nearer and nearer and nearer. 

6.
Their ear-splitting ravenous roars echoing and vibrating in that sound chamber until that pride of lions sounds like a summertime thunder storm. 

7.
Their white, jagged fangs gleaming and drooling. 

8.
Their tawny, scrawny tails twitching and switching madly....their haunches taunt with electricity ready to spring ....their claws extended in razor sharp expectation. 

9.
Get the picture? 

10.
illus: I remember an elderly Japanese lady who was teaching our children’s SS class when I was boy in Japan. 

a.
Our lesson for that week was Daniel in the lions’ den. 

b.
The way she taught it was so novel, I’ve never forgotten it. 

c.
I can still hear her describing the enemies of Daniel back in their homes wondering how things were in the pit. 

d.
She had them asking the question, “Wonder where the lions are eating on Daniel now?” 

e.
Somehow I’d never thought about that! 

f.
“Do you think they started with his atama, which is his head...or do you think the lions started with his oshidi, which is the region between his head and his feet, or maybe they’re eating on his feet now!” 

g.
She did it so well you could practically see the gleam in the satraps’ eyes as they celebrated Daniel’s demise... 

M.
But there is no celebration in the palace tonight. 

1.
No supper, no symphony, no sleep. 

2.
The king is sick....sick at heart. 

3.
Read v. l8 

4.
There is no pillow like a good conscience. 

5.
And while Darius paces in dark anxiety the midnight shadows away, Daniel, what of that man of God? 

a.
Would it bother you if you and I had tiptoed to the den that night and seen this picture of Daniel is in that darkened pit now quiet and peaceful? 

b.
We peer down and there lie the huge beasts of prey, stretched out in lanky slumber. 

c.
Peter could sleep on the night of his execution what would be wrong with looking down and discovering.... 

d.
And there in the blackness by the light of the stars above we can barely make out the form of an elderly man, his head against the flank of a sleeping creature, his silver hair contrasting with the yellow hide beneath him. 

e.
The old man’s eyes open....looking up through the hole above, “to his Protector’s stars, who shine down their silent message of cheer.” (Maclaren and Macartney) 

N.
With the first faint grey streaks of dawn, Darius can take it no longer. 

1.
Barking for the guard outside his chamber door, the king hurries through the gloom towards the open pit. 

2.
It is strangely silent. 

3.
His heart pounding, he cannot bare to peer within....so standing a pace away....he calls out...to what he knows not. 

4.
Read v. 20-28. 

III.
Daniel in the lions’ den....and what is the ethic in this great epic? 

A.
Oh, you already know the answer....for it’s been here all along....here it is: 

1.
LOYALTY TO GOD IS THE HIGHEST ETHIC IN THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. 

2.
It is the summation of all the ethics. 

3.
For there can be no higher ethic than loyalty to God. 

B.
And what does all that mean? 

1.
Prepare yourself, for this is radical stuff. 

2.
illus: I have a dusty old book on my library shelf written a century ago, and in it this provocative sentence: 

“It is better to die than to sin; better to want than to defraud; better to hunger than to lie.” (4T 495) 

3.
Radical loyalty to God...regardless of the consequences, irrespective of the cost.... MEANS IT IS BETTER TO DIE THAN TO SIN. 

C.
Look at Daniel! 

1.
He was not a sinless human being; but neither was he spineless. 

2.
Daniel knew when but a teenager that if he was going to survive the most turbulent, licentious and detrimental environment of his time, HIS ONLY HOPE WOULD BE A DECISIVE, INTENTIONAL, UNCOMPROMISING LOYALTY TO GOD. 

3.
“It is better to die than to sin; better to want to defraud; better to hunger than to lie.” 

4.
Praying 3 times a day for Daniel was NOT for lack of something better to do! 

5.
DANIEL COMMUNED WITH GOD AS IF HIS LIFE DEPENDED ON IT. 

6.
Turns out...it did! 

7.
Daniel purposed in his heart to die rather than to sin. 

D.
Loyalty to God. 

1.
I don’t know what the implications of this radical ethic will mean in your life. 

2.
To rather die than sin: what will that mean for you ethically...... (repeat) financially ...sexually....socially....professionally ....academically.... 

3.
To stand up alone in the crowd, knowing that the majority is against you..... 

4.
illus: I spent an hour on the phone with a graduate of this university who is now pursuing a PhD in a prestigious program in this nation. This radical ethic of loyalty to God has serious implications for one’s academic pursuits indeed! 

5.
High price?....perhaps the highest price you can ever pay....when you determine you would rather die than sin. 

E.
But why not? In this decadent, bankrupt hour of disintegrating history....GOD IS CALLING FOR A FINAL GENERATION OF DANIELS WHO LIKE DANIEL WILL PURPOSE IN THEIR HEARTS TO BE LOYAL TO GOD THOUGH THE HEAVENS FALL. 

F.
And where will this end-time generation find purpose and power for such a radical ethic? 

1.
Let this series on Daniel now close with its final chapters opening verse. 

2.
Read Daniel l2:l. 

3.
The record declares that at the end of time there will be Someone standing for the Daniel people. 

4.
Someone who once laid down and got nailed to a cross...now stands up....because of that cross and delivers His people! 

5.
“And Michael will arise and deliver your people, Daniel, that people with the radical ethic of loyalty to God.” 

6.
3x, 5x, 8x a day..... on their knees ...in the corner of their offices.... their kitchens....behind their desks....beside their beds.... 

7.
A PEOPLE SO LOYAL TO GOD THEY’D RATHER DIE THAN SIN. 

G.
Oh my friend...I must tell you that my heart longs to be that kind of a person....so in love with God, so loyal to Him...that I would rather die than sin against Him. 

H.
What about you? 

1.
It seems fitting at the conclusion of this series of sermons, that we go on record. 

2.
A radical ethic for a radical discipleship. 

3.
But I want to follow Jesus no matter what the cost. 

4.
Michael stands for us...shall we not stand for Him? 

5.
If you’d like to join me, then let’s stand together. 

Let us pray: 

O Jesus....our hearts bow in wonder before the life of one who was so uncompromising in his loyalty to you....we who find it so easy to abandon our resolve....and yield to our temptations. 

But Lord, it isn’t Daniel who draws us now....deep within we know that it the Christ of Calvary who tugs at our souls... it is You who is summoning us a new loyalty and a renewed life. 

And so we stand...and only You can know the implications of this stand in our private worlds....But please Jesus, keep standing for us....and lead us not into temptation....but deliver us from evil....for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

