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“Buried Alive--How to Start Life Over Again”
Sermon 16

I. Illus: It is one of those harrowing news stories that always grips you–especially if like me you get a bit claustrophobic just imaging being buried alive!

I. September 22, 1982–the telephone rang in the Baucom family home in La Marque, Texas–the voice on the other end belonged to 21-year-old Michael Baucom: “Dad, I’m in trouble,” the trembling voice announced. “These people are tough.  If you don’t give them the money they’ll kill me.”  Click.
I. Mike had been watching television one night earlier when he heard three raps on the door–home alone, he answered the door and found himself staring down the barrel of a huge revolver, a shotgun right behind it.

I. The two long-haired strangers forced Michael to the floor, bound his hands, gagged his mouth, then shoving him into his own pick-up, they drove in the night to a heavily wooded abandoned oil field north of Houston.

I. Shoving a tape recorder before him, they forced Michael to record two messages to his father–the message for money and a message with directions on how to deliver it.

I. Then at gunpoint Mike was order to climb into a plywood box already buried in the ground–handing him a plastic bottle of water an a half a loaf of bread, they forced him to lie down in the box–“Be cool and if everything goes right we’ll be back in a couple of days to get you out.”

I. The two placed a lid over the box, jamming 4 plastic pipes though it as breathing tubes, covered it all over with dirt, and rode away.

I. Thus began a tortuous struggle for survival for Michael Baucom:

I. He desperately fought a crushing sense of panic in that awful darkness.

I. Nobody heard his muffled cries for help.

I. During the next few days his body suffered dehydration.

I. Days, nights–time seemed to fuse into confusion.

I. Ants began to torment him, biting his eyelids, his hands.

I. He began to suffer hallucinations about being chewed down to a skeleton.

I. Nobody came to rescue him.

I. Meanwhile, back at home, his parents were in a state of panic themselves–the two recorded messages had come to the office and home of this electronics company owner.

I. The FBI and police had been summoned–but the leads were agonizingly few.
I. And they were running out of time–somewhere their kidnapped son lay buried beneath the ground, buried alive but counting down to death–the mysterious, unknown kidnappers at large.

I. And then it was, two deputy sheriffs broke the stalemate–a couple had been spotted camping in a nearby forest–the police raided the site–the pair  mumbled a flimsy alibi–it was enough of a clue to send the police racing to an abandoned oil field, with one of the campers in tow.
I. Realizing the gig was up, the man pointed the deputies to a spot of turned earth.

I. They clawed their way down, finally scratching something wooden and long.

I. Finding the box, they ripped off its lid.

I. There beneath them lay a dazed and bewildered Michael Baucom, who stared up into the kindly faces of his saviors!

I. Five long days and nights–buried alive–with only hours to spare–you can imagine the ecstatic reunion the newspapers reported the next day: Buried alive, son brought back to parents from the grave!
I. How many times for those desperate parents did it seem as though their son was as good as dead!
I. But it was more than obvious that when he was raised up out of that plywood entombment beneath the earth, rescued literally from being buried alive, for Michael and his parents in a very real sense it was if he had been raised from the dead--resurrected to a brand new gift of life!
II. Tonight in what is, perhaps, the most important lecture in this entire series, perhaps the most important half hour of your life, I want to talk to you about being buried alive in the spiritual sense.
II. And how, in fact, if you ARE buried alive it can be–just as it was for Michael–the beginning of a brand new life!
II. Our subject tonight is BIBLE BAPTISM–a subject so vital that THE BIBLE MENTIONS IT 80 TIMES.
III. Let’s plunge into our study with this critical question: Just how important is it that someone be baptized?
III. Open your Bible please to Acts 2 (p 1053).

III. Several lectures ago in “The Truth of the Spotted Leopard” we turned to all the passages in the Bible that pose the question, “What must I do to be saved?”
III. Three times that question is urgently asked, and three times it is clearly and carefully answered.

III. One of those passages, you may remember, was right here in Acts 2–and I mentioned then that we would be returning to this story.

III. So let’s do right now–this is the great Pentecost sermon that Peter is preaching to the very large crowd in Jerusalem–I stood a few months ago on the stairs of the very Upper Room where Peter stood–and as he preaches about the crucified, risen and ascended Jesus, the crowd is deeply convicted that Christ is the Savior!

III. They cry out to Peter the words in Acts 2:37.
III. There’s that question: What shall we do to be saved?”
III. And Peter is ready with the answer–read v. 38.
III. To have your sins forgiven and to be saved, Peter answers, you need to REPENT OF YOUR SINS AND BE BAPTIZED.
III. Peter is sounding very much like his Master Jesus who spoke the words of Mark 16 (p 988).  

III. Here Jesus gives his last instructions to His disciples before ascending back to the Father in heaven.

III. Read Mark 16:15,16.
III. Did you catch that?  Jesus is instructing His disciples to go into HOW MUCH OF THE WORLD?  INTO ALL THE WORLD!

III. And what were they supposed to do in all the world?  PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY PERSON! 

III. And that’s why, my friends, the NeXt Millennium Seminar is being beamed up from Berrien Springs, MI, into  all the world–simply because Jesus told His friends to preach the gospel to ALL the world.
III. And then note–Jesus went on to say that everyone who believed in Him through the preaching of the gospel AND WAS BAPTIZED would be saved!
III. Which is what Peter proclaimed a few days later on Pentecost.

III. But now let’s take a closer examination of the hushed conversation that Jesus had on that moonlighted night in that clandestine midnight conversation with one of the rulers of the Jews, a gentleman named Nicodemus–John 3 (1027).
III. Nicodemus tries to cover the awkwardness of a ruler seeking out this Galilean preacher by trying to flatter the Master.

III. But Jesus cuts through the flimflam, reading Nicodemus’s heart like an open book, recognizing a man hungering for the assurance of salvation!

III. Read John 3:3,5. [In the GK, amen, amen is translated “most assuredly”–whenever John repeats those words, it is a giant red flag announcing something vital is about to be spoken!]

III. WANT TO BE SAVED, NICODEMUS?  THEN YOU MUST BE BORN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT.
III. To be “born of the Spirit” means to be inwardly changed and transformed through the work of the Holy Spirit in your heart–you cannot repent of your sins, or come to faith in Jesus, unless the Holy Spirit is at work in your heart.

III. And to be “born of water” means to be baptized.

III. So I repeat the critical question, HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO BE BAPTIZED?
III. The Bible is absolutely clear that to be baptized is vitally important for anyone who takes God seriously and wants to be a member of His eternal kingdom.

III. Peter said to be saved we must repent and BAPTIZED.

III. Jesus said, to be saved we must believe on Him and be BAPTIZED.

III. And Jesus said, to enter the kingdom of God we must be born of the Spirit, meaning be converted, and be born of water, meaning be BAPTIZED.

III. For anyone who takes the Bible and God and eternal life seriously, baptism is critically vital!
III. Now I want you to note a most significant key in understanding Bible baptism: In every text we have just read, baptism is an outward sign that an inward change has taken place in the heart.

III. Something has happened inside of me, and because it has I testify to that experience by being baptized.
III. That’s why Peter links baptism with repentance of sins.

III. That’s why Jesus links baptism with belief in Him and conversion of heart.

III. Now please note this carefully:
III. Infants who are just a few days or weeks old do not repent of their sins, do they?

III. Infants who are just a few days or weeks old do not put their faith in Jesus, do they?

III. Infants just a few day or weeks old do not get converted, which involves a change from living a life of sin to living a life of godliness, do they?

III. Do you understand what this means?  THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH INFANT BAPTISM.
III. There is not a single instance in the Bible where an infant is baptized.
III. Why?  Because Bible baptism is always preceded by repentance, by faith in God, and by conversion of life.  
III. These are not experiences of infancy, they are experiences of adulthood.
III. So then, why is there infant baptism being practiced in some churches today?
III. Well, infant baptism came in when the church of Rome began to teach what they called the doctrine of “original sin,” which in essence came to be understood as “original guilt.”  
III. They taught that if a baby were NOT baptized, it would forever be lost and damned not because of its OWN guilt, but because of Adam’s guilt.
III. But that teaching, my friends, is completely inconsistent with the character of a God of love and fairness, and infant baptism is taught nowhere in the entire Bible.

III. That means, my friend, that if the only baptism you have ever experienced was baptism as an infant, that someone had to tell you about it because you were to young to remember it, then you haven’t yet experienced Bible baptism.
III. But that hardly means that God hasn’t accepted you all these years!

III. He knows the sincerity of your heart.  

III. And He doesn’t hold something against us that we don’t know about.

III. But it also means that God is still inviting you to receive the incredible rewards that await you when you experience true Bible baptism.
IV. Ah, but I realize that the moment someone mentions baptism, we conjure up all kinds of pictures and memories in our minds.
IV. For example, let me share with you all the different ways of baptizing that I’ve heard of:

IV. Immersion, pouring, sprinkling, dipping 3 times forward with the face down, oil baptism, salt baptism, wine baptism.

IV. Illus: In Hollywood, CA, there was man who was baptized in a tank of rose petals–which must have been a aromatic experience!

IV. Illus: In Korea you can get a mail order baptism--send in your request--and the certificate comes back saying you’ve been baptized.

IV. Illus: One pastor marched his youth out into the snow and had them cover themselves with the snow--and then declared them baptized–which must have been a chilling experience, indeed!

IV. No wonder there is so much confusion today over the subject of baptism!
IV. Jesus our Savior tells us to be born of water---but how in the world are we supposed to follow our Lord’s invitation?
IV. Why don’t we simply follow our Lord’s example?
IV. Illus: I have seen numerous movies on the life of Christ--and I have seen Him baptized in a multitude of ways!  But then again, we really shouldn’t expect Hollywood to get it all STRAIGHT!
IV. Instead, let’s go STRAIGHT to the original source ourselves and witness for ourselves the baptism of Jesus Christ.
IV. Read Matthew 3:13-17 (p 937)
IV. Isn’t that beautiful?

IV. PLEASE NOTE--Jesus was NOT baptized because He had sinned --He was baptized because WE have sinned.
IV. That’s important to note, because some people say, “I can’t be baptized now because I have this problem, this sin in my life.”
IV. Listen, friends:  Baptism isn’t for perfect people--if you were perfect you wouldn’t need baptism.
IV. There has been only one perfect person in history who has been baptized–and He was baptized–not because He needed the experience, but because we needed His example!
IV. So baptism isn’t about my being perfect or your being perfect–it’s a beautiful confession that we’ve found a perfect Savior in Jesus Christ!
IV. But note how was Jesus baptized?
IV. v. 16 reads, “he came up from the water.”
IV. Please note that Jesus was baptized down in the Jordan River, just like all the others in v. 6!
IV. Illus: The gospel accounts leave no question as to the actual method of Christ’s baptism!
IV. Take a look at John 3:23 (p 1027).
IV. Note it carefully--that John chose that site because there was MUCH water there.
IV. Now, if John had merely been sprinkling or anointing with water, he would NOT have need a site that had MUCH water there!

IV. Illus: In fact, it is interesting to note that the very Greek word for baptism is baptizo means to dip under, to immerse, to plunge under.
IV. That’s why John needed MUCH water to baptize the adults who were coming to him daily!



IV. Over and over Bible baptism is described as going down into the water and coming back out again.
IV. Jesus did, John did, the crowds of Jerusalem did.

IV. The new Christians in the Book of Acts did.

IV. Everybody did it that way in this Book!
IV. In fact, the Bible knows of no other method of baptism than immersion.  
IV. Which is exactly what Ephesians 4:4-6 declares (p 1126).
IV. Did you catch that?  ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM. [on screen]

IV. It could not be any clearer.
V. Ah, but then how--you ask–did this change from the Bible method to the present practice of infant sprinkling come about?
V. Illus: Let me read to you the words of James Cardinal Gibbons, in Faith of Our Fathers (94th ed. p 277):

“For several centuries after the establishment of Christianity baptism was usually conferred by immersion.  But since the twelfth century the practice of baptism by infusion [or pouring] has prevailed in the [Roman] Catholic Church, as this manner attended less inconvenience than baptism by immersion....The Church exercises her discretion in adapting the most convenient mode, according to the circumstances of time and place.”

V. There it is–the candid admission by the Roman Church that she changed the Bible method, as Cardinal Gibbons put it, for the sake of “convenience.”
V. And through the centuries since then, Christendom has followed the example of Rome.
V. Illus: Interestingly enough, when the King James Version translators of the English Bible [early 1600s] came to that word, baptizo, in the Greek--they purposely chose not to translate it “to immerse.”

V. The reason?  The established church of the day was no longer immersing in baptism--it had resorted to the convenience of sprinkling or pouring instead.

V. And so the translators transliterated the word directly into the English--and coined the word “baptism.”

V. But the Scriptures have always been clear--there is only ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM.
VI. OK, OK–you may be saying--I understand now that (#1) one must be baptized to be saved, and that (#2) Bible baptism is baptism by immersion.  But WHY make such a big deal about baptism?   WHY is God so eager that we get baptized?  WHAT meaning does baptism have that makes it so important?
VI. AH---NOW WE’VE COME TO THE PART OF THIS STUDY THAT I GET EXCITED ABOUT!
VI. What I’m about to share with you from the Bible are the incredible, supernatural blessings and benefits that come to the one who follows Jesus in being baptized!

VI. If I can mix my metaphors, we’ve now come to the cream and the crown of what it means to be baptized!

VI. Because Bible baptism is so rich in meaning, the Scriptures employ several key metaphors to help us understand the great spiritual gift that God brings to us through our baptism.
VI. METAPHOR NUMBER ONE–let’s go back to John 3 (p 1027) for a moment.

VI. Read John 3:5 

VI. NOTE IT CAREFULLY:  Baptism is THE ceremony ordained by God whereby you are initiated as a member of His eternal kingdom.

VI. Illus: Have you joined a club or organization where there was a ceremony of some kind held to initiate you into the organization?
VI. Or, perhaps you were elected to fill some office, and there was some ceremony installing you into that office.

VI. Illus: I must tell you that when I was ordained to become a minister of the gospel there was a very special, unforgettable ceremony that was planned–in fact I tell the story in the introduction I wrote in our NeXt Millennium Seminar Bible–the founder of the Voice of Prophecy radio broadcast, H. M. S. Richards had been invited to be the speaker at our ordination outside Portland, Oregon–it was a momentous occasion for me when that great minister and others laid their hands on me and prayed for me.
VI. Illus: Speaking of ceremonies of pomp and circumstance, here at Andrews University, we have a big ceremony twice each year to give the graduates their diplomas to signify they are moving on to a very important next phase of their lives.
VI. THE POINT?  At your baptism, you are being initiated into the eternal kingdom of God!

VI. Baptism is one of those unforgettable WOW moments of life!  

VI. Metaphor One: It’s a great celebration ceremony, that’s celebrated in heaven as well as on earth.

VI. But there’s more–METAPHOR TWO–and this one is also right here in this same passage: a BIRTH is taking place!
VI. Reread v. 3.
VI. Illus.  In most countries in the world, when someone is born their parents are issued a birth certificate signifying that this child is recognized as a citizen of the nation in which they were born and is entitled to all the rights of any citizen of that nation.
VI. And when you are baptized, you get a certificate of baptism signifying that you have now become a citizen of the kingdom of heaven, and are entitled to all the special rights and privileges that are granted to every other citizen in God’s eternal kingdom.  
VI. Talking about a WOW moment in life!
VI. GET THIS:  All the promises of God to His children here in the Bible now belong to you in a greater way than they did before you were baptized.
VI. You have been born into the Family of God–as your new birth/baptismal certificate declares!
VI. Illus:  And you know what?  It’s very interesting–many world governments, including my own government, will accept your baptismal certificate in lieu of your birth certificate as an official document of your identity, if your birth certificate gets lost!
VI. Illus:  DID YOU KNOW THAT?  A friend of mine applied for his passport but could not find his birth certificate, so they asked for a baptismal certificate as evidence that he was who he said he was!

VI. When you were born into this world you became a citizen of this world and of your nation of origin.  
VI. But when you receive Jesus and are baptized, you become a full fledged member of the family of God.
VI. Of course, there is a sense in which every one who is born into this world is a child of God by creation.  

VI. We had no choice whether or not we wanted to be born into this world, did we?  

VI. That choice was made by our parents, not us.

VI. But we do have a choice whether we want to be born again and become God’s SPIRITUAL children.  
VI. And our parents can’t make that choice for us, nor can anyone else.
VI. That’s what Jesus meant in John 3:6 when He said: “That which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit if spirit.”  He meant that it’s not enough to be born into this world, we must also be born of the Spirit and water if we want to be a true child of God.

VI. And it’s an interesting fact that Bible scholars have noted that in almost every case in the Bible when the phrase “child of God” is used, it is not referring to people who are simply born into this world, but to people who choose to follow God. 

VI. ILLUS:  Turn back one page to John 1:12.

VI. Please note, ladies and gentlemen, that being immersed in water doesn’t necessarily mean that I’ve been born again any more than walking into a garage means that I’m a car.
VI. I become God’s child when I receive Jesus as my own personal Lord and Savior, and then I am baptized.  

VI. And until I do that, until I receive Jesus as my personal Savior, and am baptized, I am not God’s child in the Biblical sense of the word.
VI. And what difference does it make whether I make the choice to become God’s spiritual child or not?  
VI. IT MAKES ALL THE SPIRITUAL DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.

VI. For when I receive Jesus as my Savior, and commit my life to Him, and signify that commitment by being baptized, then I invite God as my Spiritual Father to intervene in my life and interact with me at a new and deeper level of life than we ever have in the past!
VI. Through baptism God now becomes for me (and you) what He was for Jesus–“Abba” Father (Aramaic for “Dad” or Papa”)
VI. GOD ISN’T JUST GOD–HE’S ABBA-PAPA FATHER!

VI. Illus: Every orphan has had a father, but in a circle of boys bragging about their dads, every orphan knows what he’s missing–the warmth of a father’s love, the security of a father’s care, the worrylessness of knowing you have a dad who’s in control!
VI. Baptism brings the most wonderful assurance that the God of the universe is your Abba-Papa-Father–and you can rest in His strong, loving care!
VI. There is METAPHOR THREE that views baptism from yet another perspective: THE METAPHOR OF MARRIAGE.
VI. Many times in the Bible the church is called the bride of Christ.

VI. Baptism is like a wedding ceremony where you get spiritually married to God.

VI. When an unmarried man and woman fall in love and decide that they want to spend the rest of their lives together, it’s the most natural thing in the world for them to get married.
VI. And the same thing is true in our relationship with God.  

VI. When you come to love God and want to be with Him for eternity, the most natural thing in the world is to want to be baptized.  
VI. Baptism is your spiritual wedding to God!  

VI. What a fantastic concept–that the God of the universe wants to share a deeply personal relationship with you–as in a marriage–for the rest of eternity!
VI. And in this spiritual marriage–as it were--you will experience THE GREATEST SECURITY you will ever know.  
VI. Illus:  We live in an age when almost no marriage is safe any more from the pain and ravages of divorce.  

VI. The divorce statistics have become epidemic, not only in my country, but in many countries of the world today.

VI. Because spouse’s feelings can change.  And their loyalties can change.  

VI. But God says: (show on screen)

VI. “I AM THE LORD, I DO NOT CHANGE.” Malachi 3:6

VI. “I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU.”  Hebrews 13:5

VI. You are always free to leave God--He will never hold you in a relationship with Him that you don’t want to be in.  

VI. But He will never initiate a divorce from You.  

VI. He will always be working to secure you to His heart by ties of love that can never be broken.  

VI. He will never leave you or forsake you.

VI. What a God!  What a relationship!  It’s almost too good to be true.  But it is true.

VI. Now for an absolutely astounding meaning to baptism, let’s go to METAPHOR FOUR turn to Romans 6 (p 1089)
VI. Read Romans 6:3-6.
VI. WOW!  Do you know what this means?  It means first of all that when you are baptized, you publically declare your faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

VI. But it means even more than that–it means that in a deeply spiritual sense, you actually participate in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection–incredible!
VI. When you are baptized and lowered into the water, you are BURIED ALIVE!
VI. Your past, with all of it’s sins and mistakes, dies with Christ.  
VI. For all practical purposes, your past life of sin doesn’t count anymore–it’s dead and gone and buried.
VI. And so you rise up out of that watery grave to walk in newness of life. 
VI. GET THIS: [show on screen]

VI. You have a new acceptance with God.  
VI. You have a new standing with God.  
VI. You have a new hope for the future and a new security in God.
VI. The old sinful ways that use to addict you begin to lose their attraction and power over you.
VI. You become drawn more and more to the things of God.
VI. You are now publically identified as a child of God and a disciple of Christ and a friend of Heaven!  WOW!
VI. ALL OF THAT SYMBOLIZED BY BIBLE BAPTISM:

VI. You are lowered into the water, signifying that your old self is dying with Christ and being buried with Christ.  

VI. And you are then raised up out of the water signifying that you are rising to a new life with Jesus.

VI. It’s no wonder, ladies and gentlemen, Satan wants to CONFUSE people about the MODE of baptism, so he can CONFOUND them about it’s MEANING.
VI. Baptism by immersion was meant to always remind us of our spiritual participation in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.

VI. Sprinkling doesn’t do it like immersion baptism does.

VI. Can you see now why Satan wants to confuse people about the MODE of baptism, so he can obscure the profound and awesome MEANING that it has for them?

VI. And once Satan got the church to convert to the mode of sprinkling, so that it lost sense of the true meaning of baptism, then he had another step to take his process of perversion

VI. Illus: The Christian ceremony that God gave the church to remember Jesus resurrection by, is baptism by immersion.

VI. And yet, what institution did the Catholic Church put forth to commemorate Jesus resurrection?  Sunday Worship!  

VI. In direct contradiction to the fourth commandment of God which specifies the seventh-day or Saturday as God’s holy day. 

VI. Notice Satan’s sophistry here:

VI. First, CONFUSE the church about the MODE of baptism.

VI. Then, CONFOUND the church about the MEANING of baptism.

VI. And finally, CONVERT the church to a MISTAKEN DAY OF WORSHIP to fill the void created when it forgot that baptism was the institution God gave the church to commemorate Jesus resurrection, not Sunday worship.

VI. My friends, GOD KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING WHEN HE INVENTED BAPTISM FOR YOU AND ME–which is why Satan has fought it so desperately through the centuries!

VI. But now a FIFTH AND FINAL METAPHOR about the WOW!-meaning of baptism for you and me. 
VI. And Jesus’ own baptism proves this metaphor!
VI. Illus: Did you know that only two of the gospels describe the birth of Jesus–but that all four gospels proclaim His baptism?
VI. WANT TO KNOW WHY?  It was His baptism that launched Jesus on His great Messianic MISSION to save this lost world!
VI. A Voice from heaven thunders, “This is My beloved Son!”

VI. And with that Voice ringing in His ears, Jesus is propelled into His mission to save the lost.

VI. Guess what?  The same Voice declares the same truth about you when you are baptized–“This is My beloved Child”–and with that Voice ringing in your heart, YOU TOO ARE CALLED BY GOD AND LAUNCHED AT YOUR BAPTISM INTO HIS MISSION TO SAVE THIS DYING WORLD!
VI. God will ignite you through your baptism to join Jesus in saving the lost–IT IS THE BIRTHING OF YOUR OWN PERSONAL MISSION!
VI. THERE THEY ARE, MY FRIENDS, THE INCREDIBLE, SUPERNATURAL BLESSINGS THAT GOD POURS INTO YOUR LIFE AT BAPTISM:

VI. You are initiated into the eternal kingdom of God–with all the rights and the privileges thereof.
VI. You are officially born into the family of God–with all the rights and privileges thereof.
VI. You are spiritually married to God–with all the rights and privileges thereof.
VI. You are buried with Jesus and rise to new life in Him–with all the rights and privileges thereof.
VI. You are united with God in His mission to save the world–with all the rights and privileges thereof.
VI. The ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE, SUPERNATURAL BLESSINGS AND BENEFITS THAT GOD POURS INTO YOUR LIFE AT BAPTISM–a member of His Kingdom and His Family forever and ever–IT’S ALL YOURS THROUGH BIBLE BAPTISM!
VII. Before I close with a dramatic story from the island of Guam, I realize that someone tonight may be wondering: But Dwight, how can I know if I am ready for baptism? 

VII. Consider these questions in closing.
VII. Have you repented of your sins?  Are you sorry for your past sins?  Have you asked God to forgive you for them?  Do you want Him to cleanse you and empower you so you will not keep repeating them over and over.

VII. Do you believe in Jesus?  Have you accepted His death on the cross for you?  Have you accepted Him as Your only savior from sin?

VII. Do you want to have a continuing relationship with God?  Do you want to be in the most secure relationship you will ever experience with a God who loves you more than any other friend could possibly love you?  And do you want that relationship to last forever?

VII. Do you want God to be your spiritual Parent?  Do you want God to intervene at a deeper level in your life than you have ever allowed Him to before to keep you from falling and being lost?

VII. Do you desire to be faithful and obedient to God for the rest of your life?  

VII. You remember from our study several lectures ago that a rich young ruler once asked Jesus what he must to be saved.  And Jesus answered, Keep the commandments, and then He referred His inquirer to the ten commandments.  Is it in your heart to be faithful to God in such a commitment?  

VII. That doesn’t mean you’ll never make a mistake.  Children make mistakes. And when you’re baptized, you become God’s spiritual child.  You will make mistakes.  The Christian life is a lifelong experience of continuing to grow and mature in the Lord.

VII. Is that what you want?

VII. And finally, Do you want to be a part of God’s mission on this earth, to help others come to know Him and love Him and become His spiritual children too?

VII. IF YOU’VE ANSWERED YES TO THESE QUESTIONS, THEN YOU’RE READY TO MAKE A COMMITMENT TO BE BAPTIZED.

VIII. Now, in closing, the almost unbelievable story from the island of Guam.
VIII. In fact I have his picture on this yellowed newspaper right here in front of me–I’ve kept this paper ever since my parents sent it to me when I was in college and they were still living on Guam.

VIII. Take a good look at his face–Sargent Shoichi Yokoi.
VIII. They caught him–two Guamanian fishermen did, one shadowy evening down by the river where they were checking their fish traps.
VIII. Came on him by surprise–they startled him–he lunged at them–but they were able to overpower his emaciated body and wrestled him to the ground.

VIII. He couldn’t speak a word of English, this man in the tattered rags.

VIII. But boy, was he fluent in Japanese.

VIII. So they brought in a translator.

VIII. And you guessed it–the incredible story emerged–fitful sentence by sentence: For 28 years this skin-and-bones sargent from the Imperial Army of Japan had been hiding out in fear deep within the jungles of Guam, thinking that World War II was still being fought.
VIII. For 28 years this man fled and hid, NOT KNOWING THAT THE WAR WAS OVER AND HE COULD HOME A FREE MAN!
VIII. For 28 years he panicked with every snapping of a twig or sighting of a human being.
VIII. He read the leaflets air-dropped over the jungles coaxing any fugitives in hiding to come out because the war is over and you can go home free–but he thought it was all a trick!
VIII. And so for 28 long, lonely, sad and sadly unnecessary years  he lived the life of a fugitive on the run...
VIII. THE WAR WAS OVER–THE LIBERATORS HAD FORGIVEN HIM–HE WAS FREE–BUT HE HID IN FEAR.

VIII. For 28 years!
VIII. My friend, could it be that you’re the one on the run, hiding in fear and guilt over your sinful past–NOT KNOWING THAT THE WAR IS OVER, YOUR FORGIVENESS HAS already BEEN PURCHASED, YOUR  FREEDOM HAS already BEEN SECURED.
VIII. The death and burial and resurrection of Jesus 2000 years ago means that you don’t have to run any more, you don’t have to hide any longer.
VIII. All Heaven is ready and waiting for you tonight...
VIII. The papers have all been signed...
VIII. All God wants, all He needs is your decision to follow Jesus and be baptized...
VIII. To be baptized into God’s forever Kingdom and His forever friendship!
VIII. TONIGHT IS YOUR MOMENT TO DECIDE.

